Shap with Shap Rural Parish Council


GRANTS POLICY
(Re: Grants to local groups and organisations.)
OBJECTIVE:

The Parish Council wishes to support appropriate activities and causes which are likely to benefit the Parish of Shap with Shap Rural as a whole, or a significant number or group of persons residing within the Parish.

BACKGROUND:

1. Any grants made available for such purposes are funded from the Parish Precept (i.e. the monies collected from ratepayers for parish purposes via Eden District Council Tax.), and monies received for recycling.
2. The Parish Council receives no other significant monies from any source (with the exception of grant monies received for particular projects and ring-fenced for that purpose.)
3. Grants not covered by these powers can be applied for under the Local Government Act 1972 Section 137.  This act allows the Parish Council to spend up to a prescribed amount in any one year on anything that benefits all or some of the inhabitants in the area.

POLICY:

1. Any grant made by the Parish Council must directly benefit the Parish of Shap with Shap Rural and its parishioners.  
2. Applications will not normally be considered from national organisations or local groups with access to funds from national ‘umbrella’ or ‘parent’ organisations, unless funds are not available from their national bodies, or the funds available are inadequate for a specified project. 
3. Grants will not be made to political groups or parties.
4. Applications from religious groups will be considered by the Parish Council where a clear benefit to the wider community can be demonstrated irrespective of their religious beliefs.  Compliance with this requirement will need to be demonstrated throughout the project.

5. The Parish Council will consider applications for funds in situations where:

· There is no other way of obtaining the relevant funds.

· The funds will enable the relevant group or organisation to access or ‘unlock’ funds or assistance from third parties.

· Monies have been donated or raised but these are insufficient and funds are needed to bridge the resulting gap.

HOW TO APPLY FOR GRANTS:

1. Parish groups and organisations should notify the Parish Council by 1st September in any year if they anticipate specific schemes, projects or events that might require financial support from the Parish Council in the following financial year (1 April to 31 March).  This will enable the Parish Council to consider the application and if appropriate make specific provision in its budget for the coming financial year.  
2. An organisation is required to submit accounts for the previous two financial years or, in the case of a newly formed group, a detailed budget and business plan.

3. An organisation is required to have a bank account in its own name with two authorised representatives required to sign each cheque.

4. Proper evidence of actual or estimated expenditure must be supplied to the Parish Council to decide prior to payment of any grant.

5. Grants cannot be awarded after the relevant event or project has been completed except in emergency situations.

6. Ongoing commitments to award grants or subsidies in future years will not normally be made.  A fresh application will be required each year.

7. Where requests for grants are submitted the Parish Council may request the applicants to make a written application, or a brief presentation to the Parish Council at its public meeting, to enable the Parish Council to decide whether to accept the application.

8. The Parish Council will assess applications with particular reference to the number of parishioners likely to benefit, or whether any particular category of parishioners would receive a specific benefit (e.g. children, the elderly, persons with any form of disability etc.) 
The Parish Council requests that applications for grants from third parties fundraising opportunities and are exhausted before applying to the Council for funds.
Adopted by Full Council on 06/05/25 Revision date 05/2026
SHAP PARISH COUNCIL – GRANT APPLICATION FORM
For local groups, clubs, charities and community organisations
1. About Your Organisation
Name of organisation:

Address:

Main contact name:

Role/position:

Telephone:
Email: 
Website (if applicable): 
Type of organisation (please tick):
☐ Community group
☐ Charity
☐ Sports club
☐ Voluntary organisation
☐ Other (please specify): 

Year established: 

Does your organisation have a bank account in its own name with two authorised signatories?
☐ Yes
☐ No
(Applications cannot be processed without this requirement.)
2. About Your Project or Activity
Project title:
Please describe the project, event or activity for which you are seeking funding.
(What will you do? Who will benefit? Where will it take place?)
How many Shap or Shap Rural parishioners will benefit?
Which groups will benefit?
(e.g. children, older residents, disabled people, sports participants, families)

Please explain how your project benefits the community of Shap with Shap Rural.
3. Financial Information
Total cost of the project: £
Amount requested from Shap Parish Council: £

Please provide a breakdown of costs:
Have you applied for or received funding from other sources?
☐ Yes
☐ No
If yes, please give details:

If you have raised funds yourselves, please state how much:
£

Please explain why Parish Council funding is needed:
(e.g. no other funding available, match‑funding required, shortfall to bridge)
4. Supporting Documents
Please attach the following:

· Accounts for the previous two financial years
(New groups should provide a budget and business plan.)
· Evidence of actual or estimated expenditure
(quotes, invoices, costings)

Applications cannot be considered without these documents.

5. Declaration
I confirm that the information provided is accurate and that any grant awarded will be used solely for the purpose stated in this application. I understand that:

· grants cannot normally be awarded retrospectively

· a fresh application is required each year

· the Parish Council may request a written statement or presentation at a public meeting

Signed: 
Name: 
Date: 

6. Submission
Please return this form and supporting documents to:

The Clerk, Shap Parish Council
Email: parishcouncil@shapcumbria.co.uk

Address: The Market Cross, Main Street, Shap, CA10 3NL
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