Shap with Shap Rural Parish Council


GRANTS POLICY
(Re: Grants to local groups and organisations.)
OBJECTIVE:

The Parish Council wishes to support appropriate activities and causes which are likely to benefit the Parish of Shap with Shap Rural as a whole, or a significant number or group of persons residing within the Parish.

BACKGROUND:

1. Any grants made available for such purposes are funded from the Parish Precept (i.e. the monies collected from ratepayers for parish purposes via Eden District Council Tax.), and monies received for recycling.
2. The Parish Council receives no other significant monies from any source (with the exception of grant monies received for particular projects and ring-fenced for that purpose.)
3. Grants not covered by these powers can be applied for under the Local Government Act 1972 Section 137.  This act allows the Parish Council to spend up to a prescribed amount in any one year on anything that benefits all or some of the inhabitants in the area.

POLICY:

1. Any grant made by the Parish Council must directly benefit the Parish of Shap with Shap Rural and its parishioners.  
2. Applications will not normally be considered from national organisations or local groups with access to funds from national ‘umbrella’ or ‘parent’ organisations, unless funds are not available from their national bodies, or the funds available are inadequate for a specified project. 
3. Grants will not be made to political groups or parties.
4. Applications from religious groups will be considered by the Parish Council where a clear benefit to the wider community can be demonstrated irrespective of their religious beliefs.  Compliance with this requirement will need to be demonstrated throughout the project.

5. The Parish Council will consider applications for funds in situations where:

· There is no other way of obtaining the relevant funds.

· The funds will enable the relevant group or organisation to access or ‘unlock’ funds or assistance from third parties.

· Monies have been donated or raised but these are insufficient and funds are needed to bridge the resulting gap.

HOW TO APPLY FOR GRANTS:

1. Parish groups and organisations should notify the Parish Council by 1st September in any year if they anticipate specific schemes, projects or events that might require financial support from the Parish Council in the following financial year (1 April to 31 March).  This will enable the Parish Council to consider the application and if appropriate make specific provision in its budget for the coming financial year.  
2. An organisation is required to submit accounts for the previous two financial years or, in the case of a newly formed group, a detailed budget and business plan.

3. An organisation is required to have a bank account in its own name with two authorised representatives required to sign each cheque.

4. Proper evidence of actual or estimated expenditure must be supplied to the Parish Council to decide prior to payment of any grant.

5. Grants cannot be awarded after the relevant event or project has been completed except in emergency situations.

6. Ongoing commitments to award grants or subsidies in future years will not normally be made.  A fresh application will be required each year.

7. Where requests for grants are submitted the Parish Council may request the applicants to make a written application, or a brief presentation to the Parish Council at its public meeting, to enable the Parish Council to decide whether to accept the application.

8. The Parish Council will assess applications with particular reference to the number of parishioners likely to benefit, or whether any particular category of parishioners would receive a specific benefit (e.g. children, the elderly, persons with any form of disability etc.) 
The Parish Council requests that applications for grants from third parties fundraising opportunities and are exhausted before applying to the Council for funds.
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