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    SHAP PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the ORDINARY MEETING, 
Held on Tuesday 1st April 2025 at 7.30pm 
Venue: The Market Cross, Shap
Attendance:
Chairman/Vice Chairman:	Cllr. J. Jackson

Councillors:	Cllr. A. Bindloss, Cllr. N. Lindwall, Cllr. D. Mallinson, Cllr. W. Jones, Cllr. A Sowerby, Cllr. L. Langdale, Cllr. L. Snaith, Cllr. G. Crowe.
Unitary Councillor:	None

Police:	None

Clerk:	Mr G. Grace

Public:	One
	
Apologies for absence – UCllr. N. Vaqueray absent due to family commitments. Apologies accepted.

Minutes from the ordinary meeting held on 4th March Council RESOLVED that these be approved. Proposed: Cllr. A. Bindloss, Seconded: Cllr. G. Crowe - all in favour.

Declarations of interest - None
Requests for dispensation – None

Finance
The statement of accounts for March was circulated. Proposed: Cllr. N. Lindwall. Seconded: Cllr. G. Crowe. All approved.

Payments received account 170:	 
	Lunesdale Utd.											               £80.00
		                      		 			 				   Total             £80.00
	Payments received account 281:	
	Toilet donations Feb							     £86.00					   Total              £86.00
	Payments between meetings:
	Shap CDC – Shap Today										   £600.00
	G Mallinson Ltd.										    	             £106.20
	Clerk expenses												     £33.96
	BG Sports lighting											     £26.64
														   Total            £766.80       

Council RESOLVED the following payments be made. Proposed: Cllr. L. Snaith. Seconded: Cllr. N. Capron. All approved. 
Wages 1	               £370.40
Wages 2   		   										  	  £251.68
Wages 3	                         £135.40
Wages 4	 										             	  £205.92
BG Toilets electricity											    £34.18
Waterplus water bill											  £173.05
HMRC PAYE repayment										  £400.40
National Non-Domestic rate bill 2025/26								  £748.50
CILCA training												  £450.00
                                                                                                                         Total       £2,769.53

Public toilet cleaning contract
A new contract has been prepared to reflect a reduced cleaning schedule following a trial in March. The new schedule will reduce costs while the Parish Council seeks funding to keep the toilets open.
The Clerk provided an end of year budget update, concluding that there is a small surplus. Without a significant surplus, the council are unable to consider grant requests for 24/25.

Planning applications	
App Ref: 2025/0409/HOU. Location: Croftside, Green Croft, Shap, CA10 3PB. Proposal: Erection of a first floor front balcony and raised patio. Applicant: Mr Steadman. Councillors considered implications for surrounding residents. No objections were raised.
LDNPA App Ref: 7/2025/3026. Location: Lime Kiln, Rosgill, Shap, Penrith, CAS10 3NB. Proposal: erection of a livestock building (cattle and sheep). Applicant: Mrs Laila Carruthers. Mrs Carruthers attended the meeting to receive questions from Councillors. It was acknowledged that it may be possible to see the roof from the road, but the layout was designed in an L shap to improve the aspect and make the building appear more compact. The development will be beneficial to a local business. No further comments were made and no objections were raised.

Highways
The clerk shared correspondence from W&F highways who are cutting back verge edges, litter picking and sweeping the A6 from Penrith to Shap - in response to a request from SPC for litter picking and road sweeping EI/240475.
Roadside gutters blocked at Rosgill have been reported to W&F highways. 

Memorial Park
Cllr. L. Langdale reported an issue with safety matting at the top of the slide. Cllr. L. Langdale volunteered to resolve the problem. Clerk to request update from the groundsman on the condition of the outdoor gym bike and attempt to repair any issues as soon as possible.
Cllr. N. Capron reported that the Eamont and Shap Place Action Group have awarded Shap Swimming Pool three thousand pounds towards the cost of the new filters.
Cllr. A. Bindloss has volunteered to help the swimming pool committee receive their new filters by lifting materials onto the poolside area.

Highways and Local Lighting Policy
Councillors made the decision to transfer Parish Street Lighting back to Westmorland and Furness Council. All agreed. Further discussions will be held to formalise ownership of lighting units within the Parish.
		
Meeting dates
Clerk to confirm meeting dates 25/26 and publish on the website. The Annual Parish Open meeting will take place in the Market Cross.

Annual Governance and Accountability Return
The Council has received official notification to submit the authority's return 2024/2025. Submission deadline 30th June 2025.

Force Beck Volunteer day
Councillors agreed to hold a volunteer day at 10am 13/04/25 at Forebeck, which will include litter picking, hedge laying and an easter egg hunt. Cllr. A. Bindloss to source stakes for hedge laying.

Laptop Purchase and quotations
12.1 	The Clerk reported that Microsoft support for the Councils current computer ends in October. The Clerk requested that the Council purchases a laptop – which can be used during meetings, provide webcam and teams online capability, and provide the option of working from home. The council agreed to fund the purchase from the 25/26 budget, on receipt of three quotations. Proposed: Cllr. W. Jones, Seconded: Cllr. N. Capron.



The meeting closed at 8.00pm. 
Date of next meeting: the next meeting of the Council will be May 6th at 7:30p.m. Venue: The Market Cross.
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Signed:        	        (as a true record)	Date 
