Minute 09-25/26	2
    SHAP PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the ORDINARY MEETING, 
Held on Tuesday 2nd December 2025 at 7.30pm 
Venue: The Market Cross, Shap
Attendance:
Chairman/Vice Chairman:	Cllr. J. Jackson

Councillors:	Cllr. A. Bindloss, Cllr. W. Jones, Cllr. A Sowerby, Cllr. N. Lindwall. Cllr. G. Crowe, Cllr. L. Snaith, Cllr. N. Capron, Cllr. D. Mallinson

Unitary Councillor:	

Clerk:	Mr G. Grace

Public:	None
	
Apologies for absence – UCllr. N. Vecqueray due to family commitments, Cllr. L. Langdale due to work commitments. Apologies accepted.

Minutes from the ordinary meeting held on 4th November Council RESOLVED that these be approved. Proposed: Cllr. N Lindwall, Seconded: N Capron - all in favour.

Declarations of interest –. None
Requests for dispensation – None

Finance
The statement of accounts for November was circulated. Proposed: Cllr. N. Lindwall. Seconded: Cllr. N. Capron. All approved.

Payments received account 170:	 
	Lunesdale 2507												   £120.00
	Lunesdale 2506												   £150.00
	SPC toilet costs transfer									          £2,759.02
R. Iveson fireworks sponsorship								             £150.00
Fireworks donations											   £700.00
                    		 			 				 			   Total       	£3,879.02	   
Payments received account 281:	
	Toilet donations (Paypal)							       £9.85
	XFER from SPC acc 170							   £500.00
	XFER from SPC acc 170							£2,000.00
	Shap Community Enterprise grant						        £10,000.00
	Fireworks donation 							     £30.91
	Toilet donations November							   £106.29					   Total       £12,647.05
	Payments between meetings:
Waterplus water bill											     £59.00
BG sports lighting											     £33.04
Waterplus water bill											     £14.51
														   Total            £106.55
      
Council RESOLVED the following payments be made. Clerk to request accounts from the football club prior to payment. Proposed: Cllr. G. Crowe. Seconded: Cllr. A. Bindloss. All approved. 
Wages 1   	£562.21
Wages 2   		   										  	  £265.02
Wages 3	                         £146.52
Wages 4	 										             	  £219.78
Natwest Service Charge		       	        £8.10
BG toilets electricity		   	  		    £17.67
Shap Football Club					  £199.44
                                                                                                                            Total      £1,418.74

The Clerk shared a draft budget with Councillors, considering costs forecast for 26-27.
A new 36 month broadband contract has been agreed with Vodafone for £20.00 per month (£60.00 per quarter). 
The Clerk presented details of the internal audit prepared by Rachael Kelly. Recommendation was given to only hold one current account. No other issues were raised.


Planning applications	
94.1	Decision notice. LDNP. App. Ref: 7/2025/3114. Proposal: Proposed replacement of a septic tank with a treatment plant. Location: Land to the South West of Latrigg, Rosgill, Penrith, CA10 2QX. Applicant: Mr and Mrs Pitt. Granted. 
94.2		Clerk to request extension for applications received after publication of the December Agenda.

Highways
Blocked drains at the Croft Avenue road end were visited by a gulley sucker W/C 24th November. The drains remain blocked and have been rereported to Westmorland and Furness Highways.
Potholes on Abbey Road need filling – Clerk to report.
Drain outside Derwent house not running – jetting required – Clerk to report.
Councillors agreed to buy a salt grit spreader for gritting pavements. Proposed: Cllr. D. Mallinson, Seconded: Cllr. W. Jones. The gritter will speed up gritting in cold weather and make the task more efficient for operators. The gritter will be kept in the new storage area in the Public Toilet building. The Council considered asking for volunteers to help operate the gritter when required. 

Memorial Park
Report to be provided at the next ordinary meeting.

Bonfire Night
85.1	The Chairman congratulated the event committee for the organisation of Bonfire night.
85.2	The event raised £280.91, which will be held in reserves for the event next year.
85.3	Complaints have been shared with committee members and consideration will be given to those affected when planning the event next year. 
85.4	Clerk to update the Parish Council risk assessment.

Public toilets
The Chairman provided a funding update for the public toilet refurbishment project. The Council have secured the funding to purchase two new doors. Proposed: Cllr. J. Jackson, Seconded: Cllr. D. Mallinson. Timber materials required for the refurbishment will be donated by Richardsons of Penrith.
Cllr. N. Capron discussed the benefit of including a waste disposal as part of the refurbishment. Installing a waste disposal facility will be considered later.

Low Well enhancement and pedestrianisation
Councillors will consider plans for enhancing the Low Well in January.

Christmas lights competition
The competition poster prepared by Cllr. L. Snaith has been published. Clerk to share photos of competition entries on social media - with the permission of property owners.

Woodland Creation consultation
The Council considered the proposed planting scheme for land at Brinn’s, North of Shap. No objections were raised. Clerk to request a meeting in the new year with the scheme coordinator - to discuss the project. No objections raised. 

Force Beck Woods
Network Rail have identified trees in Force Beck Woods which could affect the operation of the railway. Clerk to seek guidance from a qualified arborist, to mitigate the risk of falling trees. Network Rail must be notified before any maintenance is carried out. 
The Chairman noted that two big old trees of significant value have been lost this week in the village, and these trees aren’t being replaced. 

Swimming Pool
Cllr. L. Snaith, Cllr. D. Mallinson and Cllr. W. Jones agreed to attend a meeting with the new swimming pool committee in January. Clerk to arrange a date. 

Footway lights transfer
104.1	The Chairman reported on the footway lights transfer project and the process of passing ownership of street lighting back to Westmorland and Furness Council. The Chairman signed the Legal Transfer Agreement as agreed in April (item 08/04/25). The transfer is a result of Westmorland and Furness levelling up various policies district wide. The new Westmorland and Furness policy was adopted in March 2025. 
104.2	Unadopted lights which remain in operation will be assessed for suitability and migration to LED bulbs. 
104.3	Applications to W&F for street lighting can come from residents or from the Parish Council. A petition from residents will be submitted to back up a request for a replacement light in Wandsworth Gardens.
104.4	Unadopted streets are also coming under review, in a report led by Peter Thornton.


The meeting closed at 8.50pm. 
Date of next meeting: the next meeting of the Council will be January 6th at 7:30p.m. Venue: The Market Cross.
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Signed:        	        (as a true record)	Date 
