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Minutes of the ORDINARY MEETING, 
Held on Tuesday 4th February 2025 at 7.30pm 
Venue: The Market Cross, Shap
Attendance:
Chairman/Vice Chairman:	Cllr. J. Jackson

Councillors:	Cllr. A. Bindloss, Cllr. N. Lindwall, Cllr. D. Mallinson, Cllr. W. Jones, Cllr. A Sowerby, Cllr. G. Crowe, Cllr. N. Capron, Cllr. L. Langdale.

Unitary Councillor:	None

Police:	None

Clerk:	Mr G. Grace

Public:	Seven
	
Apologies for absence – Cllr. L. Snaith due to illness. Apologies accepted.

Public Participation – Members of the public presented information on item 5.1 App. Ref: 2024/2358/FPA Solar Farm. The proposed development covers 76 acres which is approximately the size of Shap Village. There will be a 30 week construction period with site traffic directed through Shap, up the Sleagill road and past Winter Tarn Farm. This traffic route was called into question as the roads/junctions are unsuitable for Heavy Goods vehicles. The proposed development is sited 50-60m from the residential property Trainriggs and the owners have not been directly approached by Abei energy. It is thought that electric cabling will been installed down Jacksons Lane and through the centre of Shap. There is conflicting opinion between the residents and the planning survey on wildlife value. Due to the lie of the land, screening will have little effect on the visual impact of the development. In the past, Trainriggs has been denied planning for two static caravans due to negative visual impact. The Chairman suggested that the M6 corridor leaves this area of land without protection from development of this kind but the 2005 National Park ‘Land Worthy of Designation’ document describes the area as an area which “mainly meet the Natural Beauty and recreation criterion which National Park requires”.

Minutes from the ordinary meeting held on 7th January Council RESOLVED that these be approved. Proposed: Cllr. A. Sowerby, Seconded: Cllr. N. Lindwall - all in favour.

Declarations of interest - None
Requests for dispensation – None

Finance
The statement of accounts for January was circulated. Council RESOLVED that these be approved.  Proposed: Cllr. N. Lindwall. Seconded: Cllr. D. Mallinson. All approved.

Payments received account 170:	 
	Electricity NW Wayleave										       £9.47
	Lunesdale Utd.											               £40.00
		                      		 			 				   Total              £49.47
	Payments received account 281:	
	Toilet donations January							     £82.77					   Total              £82.77
	Payments between meetings:
	Waterplus water bill										    	     £35.01  
	BG Sports lighting electricity									   	     £23.57
														   Total             £58.58       

Council RESOLVED the following payments be made. Proposed: Cllr. G. Crowe. Seconded: Cllr. N. Capron. All approved. 
Wages 1	               £529.15
Wages 2   		   										  	  £250.68
Wages 3	                         £206.44
Wages 4	 										             	  £205.92
BG Toilets electricity											    £38.57
Natwest Service Charge										      £5.25
Scott James BK												  £105.00
A. Milne Grasscutting											£6,336.00
A. Milne VAT invoice											   £820.00
Bt Phone bill												   £187.18
Eden Animal Rescue  										             £100.00
Shap Playgroup											               £50.00
                                                                                                                         Total        £8,834.19

Energy plan contract
The Clerk signed new energy contracts for the MuGA and the Public Toilets 25-26 commencing in March. Standing charge 45p/day. Unit Charge 27.75p/kwh

Planning applications	
App. Ref: 2024/2358/FPA Location: Land East of M6 Motorway Shap CA10 3LG. Proposal: Temporary planning permission for 40 years for a proposed change of use of agricultural land to a mixed use of agricultural and for the siting of a solar farm, battery energy storage system (BESS), access improvements and ancillary development including ecological enhancements. Applicant: Mr Richard Palmer. Abei Energy Green V Ltd (Abei Energy Ltd). Councillors discussed this item at length and asked if the site carried SSSI status (there are no landscape designations), and suggested a more appropriate location for solar panels would be in the Quarry at Oddendale. Road traffic interference and the impact on tourism and local businesses was considered. The Council discussed the possibility of community payback. Councillors voted unanimously to object to the application. Clerk to seek clarification on cabling routes.
Shap Reading Group requested representation from Shap Parish Council at the Westmorland and Furness planning committee meeting considering the Peaker Plant Application. Various issues were discussed including lack of community benefit, lack of environmental impact assessement, no corresponding local jobs and additional site traffic. The application is contrary to the W&F zero carbon agenda. App. Ref: 2024/1062/FPA. Shap Parish Council requested that either Dave Corrie or Stephen Spyke formally represent the Parish Council at the meeting to raise concerns and request EIA. Proposed: Chaiman, Seconded: Cllr. N. Capron. All agreed.

Highways
The road sweeper swept the A6 31/01/25.
Reports received of potholes on the Thornship road and the Brackenber Road. Clerk to report. 
Clerk to follow up on Abbey road resurfacing request.

Speed Management and Parking Consultation Feedback
The Chairman provided an update on the consultation feedback and next steps. W&F have committed to holding a further consultation in April/May.
New posts to hold the Speed Indication Devices will be installed by Westmorland and Furness Highways during the week of the 24th February.
Clerk to contact TATA steel for SID data collection information.

106 Bus Update
A new timetable for the 106 bus has been published. There will be two extra trips a day Monday to Saturday between Shap and Penrith. The new service will come into operation Monday 31st March and is funded for twelve months. Minor changes to the timetable may still occur. Clerk to post on the Parish Noticeboard.
 
Memorial Park
Cllr. L. Langdale reported some bolts which need replacing on the MuGA. Clerk to arrange MuGA cleaning in March.
With new reduced energy prices commencing in March, Cllr. L. Langdale proposed the MuGA lights could be switch on more frequently through the winter months to give young people something to do in the evenings.

Rosgill Play Area
The Council agreed to arrange a new 5 year lease agreement for the play area. All agreed.

Cumbria Constabulary Neighbourhood Policing Pledge
The Chairman and Cllr. N. Capron agreed to represent the Parish Council at the twice yearly constabulary engagement sessions, aiming to reduce crime and anti-social behaviour and to improve public confidence.

Flood Report
The Clerk updated Councillors on project development. Two proposals have been put forward which will be shared with the Parish Council in due course. Work to understand the indicative construction costs and the resultant benefits is ongoing.


The meeting closed at 8.45pm. 
Date of next meeting: the next meeting of the Council will be March 4th at 7:30p.m. Venue: The Market Cross.
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Signed:        	        (as a true record)	Date 
