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    SHAP PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the ORDINARY MEETING, 
Held on Tuesday 1st July 2025 at 7.30pm 
Venue: The Market Cross, Shap
Attendance:
Chairman/Vice Chairman:	Cllr. J. Jackson

Councillors:	Cllr. A. Bindloss, Cllr. D. Mallinson, Cllr. W. Jones, Cllr. A Sowerby, Cllr. L. Langdale, Cllr. N. Lindwall

Unitary Councillor:	None

Police:	None

Clerk:	Mr G. Grace

Public:	One
	
Apologies for absence – L. Snaith due to work commitments, G. Crowe – due to illness.
Public Participation – A member of the public attended the meeting to object to the closure of the public toilets. Management of the memorial park was also discussed.

Minutes from the ordinary meeting held on 3rd June Council RESOLVED that these be approved. Proposed: Cllr. A. Sowerby, Seconded: Cllr. D. Mallinson - all in favour.

Declarations of interest - None
Requests for dispensation – None

Finance
The statement of accounts for June was circulated. Proposed: Cllr. N. Lindwall. Seconded: Cllr. A. Bindloss All approved.

Payments received account 170:	 
		                      		 			 				   Total       	       £0.00
	Payments received account 281:	
	Paypal donations							     £15.43
						   Total              £15.43
	Payments between meetings:
R Kelly Internal audit											     £75.00
Waterplus water bill											     £18.65
BG sports lighting											     £16.53
														   Total            £110.18 
      
Council RESOLVED the following payments be made. Proposed: Cllr. W. Jones. Seconded: Cllr.N. Capron. All approved. 
Wages 1	               £386.53
Clerk expenses	£36.89
Wages 2   		   										  	  £265.22
Wages 3	                         £268.62
Wages 4	 										             	  £219.78
Natwest Service Charge										      £5.60
BG toilets electricity											    £29.79
Broxap bike repair											  £438.00 
                                                                                                                         Total       £1,650.43


Planning applications	
An extension for applications not considered on this Agenda will  be requested by the clerk.

Highways
The Clerk updated councillors on recent highways reports. Remediation work on the bridge at Brackenber has been completed. Street lighting defects have been reported on Moss Grove and Gayle Avenue, and a request to remove vegetation and detritus to reinstate the footpath along the A6 to Wet Sleddale has been actioned by W&F. The school warning lights have been reported to W&F as they have not been flashing during school hours.

Memorial Park
Play area monitoring was carried out by Cllr. L. Langdale. No issues to report. Weeding has been carried out as required.
The annual play inspection has been booked to be carried out in August for Shap and Rosgill play areas.
The Cumbria Wildlife Trust have recommended to the Eden Locality Board that Shap Memorial Field is taken forward as a site for wildflower planting. Councillors confirmed that the site along the southern edge of the park beneath the tree canopy would be the best location. Cutting will take place once a year in September.
Long uncut grass was reported around the gas governor and the dog bin at the park entrance, and nettles are growing along the back wall in the play area. A member of the public has cut grass around the park benches to improve access. The Chairman will report issues back to the contractor.

Policy Update
The risk assessment has been reviewed by the Chairman and the Clerk. A new template provided by the Smaller Authorities Proper Practices Panel (Practitioners’ guide 2025) will be used to update the document next year.

Public Toilets
The Chairman updated the council on the decision to close the public toilets. Information has been shared online and on the PC noticeboard.
The Clerk has prepared funding applications for Shap Community Enterprise and The Police and Crime Commissioner. 
A grant from Fibrus Hyperfast Community fund has been awarded for £2,000.00. This application was prepared by Nicki Vecqueray.
Cllr. N. Lindwall agreed to write to Jonathan Brooke, Nicki Vecqueray and Tim Farron to request support for the refurbishment of the public toilets. 
The Parish Council intends to hold a public meeting in September to which the local press will be invited. The event will be advertised online, in Shap Today and in the Church news.
The Clerk reported that by adding £5,000.00 to the precept to keep the toilets open in their current condition would cost band D properties an extra £10.88 per year.

Eamont and Shap Place Action Group
11.1 	Funding is available from Eamont and Shap Place action group to enhance facilities in the village for the next financial year. Cllr. N. Capron asked for suggestions for projects which could be supported by E&S Place Action Group. 



The meeting closed at 8.15pm. 
Date of next meeting: the next meeting of the Council will be August 5th at 7:30p.m. Venue: The Market Cross.
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Signed:        	        (as a true record)	Date 
