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    SHAP PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the ORDINARY MEETING, 
Held on Tuesday 3rd June 2025 at 7.30pm 
Venue: The Market Cross, Shap
Attendance:
Chairman/Vice Chairman:	Cllr. J. Jackson

Councillors:	Cllr. A. Bindloss, Cllr. D. Mallinson, Cllr. W. Jones, Cllr. A Sowerby, Cllr. L. Langdale, Cllr. L. Snaith, Cllr. G. Crowe, Cllr. N. Lindwall

Unitary Councillor:	UCllr. N. Vecqueray

Police:	None

Clerk:	Mr G. Grace

Public:	Three
	
Apologies for absence – None
Public Participation – A concerned resident reported regular fly tipping on a pubic footpath between Pow Lane and Back Lane. Cllr. A. Bindloss agreed to investigate the problem. If the problem persists, it can be reported to W&F Highways.
	Chris Penny from Network rail (Scheme Manager) attended the meeting to share details about the work being undertaken at Clifton on the railway bridge. The new 136m long steel box section bridge will be constructed in the compound beside the M6. Work began in February with the construction of a new slip road. Chris reported that the Westcoast Mainline would close from 31st December for fifteen days and replacement services would be put in place during this time.
	Steve Mason from National Highways shared details of the planned M6 road closures and implications for traffic. The first closure will be for demolition and the second closure will be for reconstruction of the bridge. The project has been planned to take place on the quietest weekends of the year. Diverted M6 traffic through Shap will be Northbound only. Southbound traffic will be diverted through Kirkby Stephen and Tebay. Local residents will have passes to be able to access certain roads and access for Emergency Services will be maintained throughout the closures. Shap Parish Council will share more information with residents, as it is made available.

Minutes from the ordinary meeting held on 6th May Council RESOLVED that these be approved. Proposed: Cllr. A. Sowerby, Seconded: Cllr. D. Mallinson - all in favour.

Declarations of interest - None
Requests for dispensation – None

Finance
The statement of accounts for May was circulated. Proposed: Cllr. N. Capron. Seconded: Cllr. G Crowe All approved.

Payments received account 170:	 
   W&F Precept											        £31,593.00
	MuGA Hire													     £40.00	HMRC VAT repayment											   £520.12		                      		 			 				   Total       £32,153.12
	Payments received account 281:	
	Paypal Account Setup							     £00.01
	Toilet donations May							   £155.00
						   Total            £155.01
	Payments between meetings:
	Clerk expenses												     £27.55
	BG sports lighting											     £16.46
														   Total              £44.01       
Council RESOLVED the following payments be made. Proposed: Cllr. N. Capron. Seconded: Cllr. A. Bindloss. All approved. 
Wages 1	               £547.55
Wages 2   		   										  	  £265.02
Wages 3	                         £280.83
Wages 4	 										             	  £219.78
Natwest Service Charge										      £7.35
Clear Councils insurance									         £1,607.05
BG toilets electricity											    £30.38
Waterplus water bill											  £108.62 NS&I Transfer											         £3,468.56
Chairmans allowance											  £900.00
                                                                                                                         Total       £7,435.14
Direct debit and Online Payment Approval
The clerk shared the list of online payees for the financial year 25-26. All approved.

Annual Governance and Accountability Return
The Clerk shared the internal audit report with the Council, completed by R. Kelly. No issues to report, but a recommendation was made to only have one bank account – to simplify the accounting process.
Councillors updated the allocation of reserves for the 25/26 financial year. Earmarked reserves £8,350.00. Ring fenced reserves £6,153.88. 
The Clerk shared the Annual Governance Statement 24/25 (section 1) with Councillors and requested its approval. The statement was approved in full and signed by the Clerk and the Chairman.
The Clerk shared the Accounting Statements 24/25 (section 2) with Councillors and requested their approval. The statement was approved by Councillors and signed by the Chairman.

Planning applications	
LDNPA. App. Ref: 7/2025/3046. Location: Shap Blue Quarry, Shap, CA10 3QQ. Proposal: Approval of details reserved by condition 31 (programme of work-archaeological investigation) on application 7/1997/3129 – application for the determination of new conditions for a mineral site. No comments or objections raised.
App. Ref: 2025/0935/FPA. Location: 2 Westmorland House, Jacksons Lane, Shap, Penrith,CA10 3JF. Proposal: Variation of condition 2 (approved plans) for amendments. No comments or objections raised.
App. Ref: 7/2025/3026. Location: Lime Kiln, Rosgill, Shap, Penrith, CA10 3NB. Proposal: Erection of a livestock building. Decision: Approved NOI (Agriculture).

Highways
No new updates to report.

Memorial Park
Cllr. Langdale reported that weed control is needed in the play areas. Cllr. Langdale agreed to carry out the work required.
Cllr. N. Capron described two areas which could benefit from wildflower planting on the Memorial field. Soil samples have been taken and the primary school have been asked if they would be able to take part in a plug planting project. Cutting the wildflower areas would need to be carried out annually. 

Policy Update
Work to update the risk assessment is ongoing.

Local Plan
Westmorland and Furness are in the process of developing a Local Plan. Councils must show a 5 year supply of land for new housing, currently Westmorland and Furness has a housing supply of 3.1 years. The 5 Year Housing Land Supply report can be viewed on Westmorland and Furness Council’s webpage:www.westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning/planning-policy/evidence-base

Public Toilets
The Chairman updated the Council on the toilet refurbishment project. The Council will run out of funding for the public toilets in this financial year. Reluctantly, the Council agreed that the toilets would need to close in September, due to the lack of funds. Proposed: Cllr. J. Jackson, Seconded: Cllr. L. Langdale. All agreed. Work to secure funding for refurbishment is ongoing. 

Low Well
11.1 	Improvements options for Low Well were discussed, to reduce the impact of parked cars. 



The meeting closed at 9pm. 
Date of next meeting: the next meeting of the Council will be July 1st at 7:30p.m. Venue: The Market Cross.
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Signed:        	        (as a true record)	Date 
