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    SHAP PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the ORDINARY MEETING, 
Held on Tuesday 4th March 2025 at 7.30pm 
Venue: The Market Cross, Shap
Attendance:
Chairman/Vice Chairman:	Cllr. J. Jackson

Councillors:	Cllr. A. Bindloss, Cllr. N. Lindwall, Cllr. D. Mallinson, Cllr. W. Jones, Cllr. A Sowerby, Cllr. L. Langdale, Cllr. L. Snaith. 
Unitary Councillor:	None

Police:	None

Clerk:	Mr G. Grace

Public:	One
	
Apologies for absence – Cllr. G. Crowe absent due to holiday, Cllr. N. Capron absent due to holiday. UCllr. N. Vaqueray absent due to family commitments. Apologies accepted.

Public Participation – Dave Corrie updated Councillors on the efforts of Shap Carbon Zero Reading Group members, who objected to the gas peaker plant application App. Ref: 2024/1062/FPA at the Eden Local Area Planning Committee meeting 26/02/25. Three members of the public spoke at the meeting objecting to the plans. The committee decided to defer the decision after receive evidence at the meeting. Dave Corrie, representing Shap Parish Council, objected on the grounds that the noise readings were no longer valid due to recent changes to operations at the TATA steel site, that the visual impact assessment did not account for changes to operations at the TATA steel site, and that forecast emissions should include the life cycle of the product (not solely production volume). The TATA steel site is expected to reopen in 30 months’ time. 

Minutes from the ordinary meeting held on 4th February Council RESOLVED that these be approved. Proposed: Cllr. N. Lindwall, Seconded: Cllr. A. Sowerby - all in favour.

Declarations of interest - None
Requests for dispensation – None

Finance
The statement of accounts for February was circulated. Cllr. Lindwall questioned the water bill which was higher than usual due to a leak caused by cold weather. Clerk to apply to recover costs. Council RESOLVED that these be approved.  Proposed: Cllr. N. Lindwall. Seconded: Cllr. A. Bindloss. All approved.

Payments received account 170:	 
	Public toilets costs transfer									          £2,080.86
	Lunesdale Utd.											               £80.00
	HMRC VAT reclaim											£2,266.02
		                      		 			 				   Total         £4,426.88
	Payments received account 281:	
						   Total              £00.00
	Payments between meetings:
	Waterplus water bill										    	   £417.57
														   Total            £417.57       

Council RESOLVED the following payments be made. Proposed: Cllr. L. Snaith. Seconded: Cllr. L. Langdale. All approved. 
Wages 1	               £450.80
Clerk Expenses	£31.92
Wages 2   		   										  	  £250.68
Wages 3	                         £322.56
[bookmark: _GoBack]Wages 4	 										             	  £205.92
BG Toilets electricity											    £46.97
BG Sports Lighting											    £55.45
Natwest Service Charge										      £6.30
                                                                                                                         Total        £8,834.19

Water Contract
The Clerk signed a new two year water contract for the public toilets, reducing the unit rates and fixed rates on the existing agreement.

Planning applications	
The Chairman recognised the significant effort of Dave Corrie and the Shap Carbon Zero Reading Group, who represented the Parish Council at the Eden Local Area Planning Committee meeting and objected to plans for the proposed Gas Peaking Plant App. Ref: 2024/1062/FPA.

Highways
Pot hole repair work is expected to take place 06/03/25 on Shap Abbey road.
Hedge cutting on the Keld road requested by Cllr. A. Bindloss. Previously reported as growth was restricting access of emergency services. Clerk to re-report.
Cllr. A. Sowerby supported home owner in clearing out a beck overflowing onto the main road.
Clerk reported public footpath blocked by new fencing near Shap Wells, using information provided by a member of the public.

Coast to Coast proposed diversion of Public Footpath 361038
Councillors reviewed the plans and no objections were raised. Clerk to respond to consultation.

Distribution of Shap Visitor Leaflets
Councillors considered contributing to the cost of Shap Visitor guide leaflet distribution to cover businesses in the area of the M6 corridor from Sedburgh to Carlisle, and including Kendal and Windermere. It was proposed that the remaining publicity budget could be used to cover the cost. Proposed: Cllr. D. Mallinson, Seconded: Cllr. W. Jones. Councillors voted to support the application. Six votes for, two abstained. Clerk to make payment on receipt of invoice.	
		
Memorial Park
Cllr. L. Langdale reported damage to the wooden fencing at the play area and moss growth on the safety surfacing. Groundsman to carry out repair. Moss removal also required on the Skate Park and Tennis Court. 
Dave Corrie and team have completed the planting of his forty home grown hazel trees in the Memorial Park. The Parish Council still intend to plant fruit trees to complete this area of orchard planting. These will either need to be grafted or grant funded.

Penrith2Kendal Arc Landscape Recovery Scheme (P2K LRS)
Cumbria connect has already held a meeting with landowners to consider the proposal. Cllr. A. Bindloss agreed to attend a stakeholder meeting in March. Some initial concerns were raised including increased pressure on wildlife and habitats as a result of an increase in foot traffic and dogs on footpaths. It was also noted that local tourist accommodation was already full with coast to coast walkers.

Sexual Harassment Policy
The Council agreed to adopt a sexual harassment policy. Proposed: Cllr. N. Lindwall, Seconded: Cllr A. Bindloss. Clerk to share with employees and highlight reporting procedure.



The meeting closed at 8.30pm. 
Date of next meeting: the next meeting of the Council will be April 1st at 7:30p.m. Venue: The Market Cross.
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Signed:        	        (as a true record)	Date 
