

Minute 06-25/26	2
    SHAP PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the ORDINARY MEETING, 
Held on Tuesday 2nd September 2025 at 7.30pm 
Venue: The Market Cross, Shap
Attendance:
Chairman/Vice Chairman:	Cllr. J. Jackson

Councillors:	Cllr. A. Bindloss, Cllr. D. Mallinson, Cllr. W. Jones, Cllr. A Sowerby, Cllr. L. Langdale, Cllr. N. Lindwall. Cllr. G. Crowe, Cllr. L. Snaith

Unitary Councillor:	UCllr. N. Vecqueray

Clerk:	Mr G. Grace

Public:	One
	
Apologies for absence – None
Public Participation – Mrs Stacey Lewis-Wrobel raised concerns about the closure of the public toilets and presented the parish council with a petition in support of keeping them open. Two hundred and seventy-six people have signed the petition. Mrs L-W was concerned that even a short period of closure would have a detrimental effect on visitor numbers to the village. Mrs L-W acknowledged that the toilets are a brilliant asset to the village and suggested that local businesses might like to sponsor the facility to help cover running costs. Last year the toilets cost £7,128.00 to maintain and operate. Rates payable for the car park cost £748.50. The public toilet open meeting will take place Tuesday 16th September in the Memorial Hall. The Chairman discussed the importance of bringing the issue of public toilet funding to the notice of residents and rate payers. The aim for the public toilets is to offer a more modern, more efficient, and more financially sustainable chargeable facility. If we don’t close the toilets, the Parish Council will need to use the precept to fund their operation. Applying for grants has been challenging as some grant funding bodies will not support public toilets. Mrs L-W will continue to run the petition from her business. The Chairman thanked Stacey for attending the meeting.

Minutes from the ordinary meeting held on 5th August Council RESOLVED that these be approved. Proposed: Cllr. A. Sowerby, Seconded: Cllr. G. Crowe - all in favour.
Cllr. W. Jones queried the high cost of flood modelling work (£45,000.00) carried out by W&F and shared his frustrations on the lack of progress. 

Declarations of interest –. G. Crowe, item 5.2
Requests for dispensation – None

Finance
The statement of accounts for August was circulated. Proposed: Cllr. N. Capron. Seconded: Cllr. G Crowe. All approved.

Payments received account 170:	 
		                      		 			 				   Total       	       £0.00
	Payments received account 281:	
	Toilet donations July (Paypal)							     £35.61
						   Total              £35.61
	Payments between meetings:
Arco ltd.											   £119.59
BG sports lighting											     £15.12
														   Total            £134.71 
      
Council RESOLVED the following payments be made. Proposed: Cllr. L. Snaith. Seconded: Cllr. A. Bindloss.. All approved. 
Wages 1	               £422.02
Clerk expenses	£4.59
Wages 2   		   										  	  £268.62
Wages 3	                         £291.61
Wages 4	 										             	  £231.99
Natwest Service Charge										      £4.20
BG toilets electricity											    £27.94
Waterplus water bill											    £72.41
                                                                                                                         Total       £1,323.41

58.3	The Clerk presented a 6 month budget update. Cllr. N. Lindwall raised concerns about the reduction in recycling income despite the increase in waste deposits. Clerk to request justification for reduce payment from W&F.

Planning applications	
Decision notice. LDNP App. Ref: 7/2025/3055. Location: Land at Rosgill, Shap, CA10 2QX. Proposal: The change of use of the land from agricultural to the keeping of horses with associated operational development consisting of two stables (retrospective). Applicant: Mr Barry Young. Refused. The Clerk shared the particulars of the decision, available to view on the LDNP planning portal. 
Decision notice. App. Ref: 2025/1272/FPA. Location: Oakroyd, Main Street, Shap, Penrith, CA10 3PH. Proposal: Demolition of existing dwelling, outbuilding and garage and erection of a new dwelling with detached garage and associated landscaping. Applicants: Mr & Mrs Slack. Approved.

Highways
The Clerk has reported blocked drains throughout the village and requested the gulley sucker to attend. 
Street lighting has been repaired on Moss Grove and at 25 Gayle Avenue. 
The Chairman reported on the drain defect outside the public toilets on the A6. The surface water pipe leading from the gully has collapsed and is obstructed by four utility ducts that have been placed/constructed straight through the middle of the pipe rendering it useless. This has been raised as a defect with the relevant utilities who have been asked to return and rectify the issue.  

Memorial Park
Play area monitoring was carried out by Cllr. L. Langdale. One fence panel needs repairing and sharp edges left on the gym bike following repair were reported. Clerk to raise concerns with supplier. 
ROSPA annual play inspection has been carried out, report to be shared with Cllr. L. Langdale and Cllr. N. Lindwall. Some minor defects were found. Minor repairs to be arranged.

2025 Practitioners guide update
The clerk will update councillors at the next meeting on the new requirements set out in the practitioner’s guide. The Council will be expected to adopt an IT policy, meet new website accessibility regulations, and comply with UK GDPR and Data Protection act 2018. The update also stipulates that Councils must use a council-owned domain (e.g. clerk@parishcouncil.org.uk) and avoid personal email accounts. Shap Parish Council already meet this requirement.

Bonfire night
The Parish Council will host bonfire night celebrations 5th November 2025 following the success of last year’s event. Cllr. G. Crowe is leading the organising committee and will invite Shap Primary School, FOSS, and a mobile catering unit to be part of the celebrations. 

Public toilets
UCllr. N. Vecqueray is campaigning for support from Network rail, Kendal calling, United Utilities and our local quarries to help with the refurbishment project. The Clerk has been in contact with National Highways and a five hundred pound grant from Breedon’s has already been awarded. 
The Chairman agreed to contact Action for Cumbria to request further support for the project. 
An application has been prepared for the PFCC property fund which will be submitted in due course. 
The Chairman reported on a meeting held with David Haughian - Assistant Director – Community Infrastructure & Thriving Communities from Westmorland & Furness Council. Work is being carried out on a new public toilet funding policy but will not be ready in time to prevent the closure of the public toilets in Shap. There is a W&F public toilet fund, and the Parish Council questions why we can’t have a portion of the existing fund.
The Public Toilet open meeting will take place 16th September at 7pm in the Memorial Hall.
Councillors reviewed signage designed by Cllr. L. Snaith to help increase car park donations. Two new signs will be ordered and installed as soon as possible.

Eden Planting for Pollinators
A&R landscapes will be scarifying the grass surface in the Memorial Field in preparation for planting. Planting will take place on the 17th, 18th, or 19th September. The Parish Council will ask for support from volunteers to help plant out plug plants.

United Utilities wastewater treatment works improvements
No new updates to report. Some projects have been delayed/put back due to the amount projects currently ongoing.

Report on business closures in Shap Parish
Councillors discussed the closure of the post office and the implications this will have for the village. 
The Greyhound is expected to continue as a pub under new ownership, but may also be available to hire as a venue.
The Crown is for sale, and it was suggested that the site could used to build new housing.
Bins have been removed from outside the Coop which affect the appearance of the shop. The shopping experience was compared with other local stores under the same ownership. The Clerk and The Chairman will report concerns to the Coop. 


The meeting closed at 8.45pm. 
Date of next meeting: the next meeting of the Council will be October 7th at 7:30p.m. Venue: The Market Cross.
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Signed:        	        (as a true record)	Date 
